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SUBJECT: CULTURE MINISTER HOFFMANN'S CALL ON ASSISTANT SEC- 
RETARY VEST 

REF: (A) BERLIN 1923, (B) BERLIN 3699 

1 . GDR CULTURE MINISTER HOFFMANN'S HALF-HOUR CALL ON ASST. 
SECRETARY VEST WENT SMOOTHLY, CONSISTING, IN THE MAIN, OF 
AN EXCHANGE OF PLEASANTRIES ON THE DRESDEN EXHIBIT AND THE 
RECENT PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE IN OUR CULTURAL RELA- 
TIONS. ONLY SUBSTANTIVE ISSUE RAISED BY VEST WAS QUESTION 
OF FEININGER PAINTINGS. HOFFMANN, WHO HAD OBVIOUSLY BEEN 
WELL BRIEFED ON SUBJECT, PRESENTED MODIFIED, PERHAPS MORE 
PALATABLE VERSION OF "EXCHANGE" PROPOSED IN GDR NOTE OF 
MARCH 15 (REF A). HE ESCHEWED DIRECT LINKAGE, HOWEVER, AND 
EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO TURN OVER FEININGER PAINTINGS NOW. 
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2. CALLING FEININGER "BEST EXAMPLE OF HUMANISTIC, ANTI- 
FACIST TIES BETWEEN US AND GDR, "HOFFMANN REVIEWED HISTORY 
OF CASE. FEININGER, HE RECALLED, HAD TO FLEE NAZI GERMANY 
QUICKLY, LEAVING PAINTINGS WITH "FRIENDS" WHO TURNED OUT TO 
BE SELFISH AND TO HAVE LITTLE REGARD FOR CONDITION OF PAINT- 
INGS. LATTER HAD TO BE RESTORED IN BERLIN MUSEUMS BUT WERE 
NOW IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. HAVING "NO DOUBT ABOUT PROPERTY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SITUATION," HOFFMANN SAID HE WOULD BE "HAPPY TO BE ONE TO 
HAND OVER PICTURES IN GOOD CONDITION." HE ASKED VEST TO 
HAVE SECRETARY DISCUSS DETAILS OF TURNOVER WITH FISCHER, 

SINCE THAT IS MFA MATTER, AND ASKED THAT EXCHANGE BE PUBLI- 
CIZED. 

3. CLAIMING THAT HE WAS NOT LINKING EXCHANGE TO COUNTER 
DEMANDS OR CLAIMS, HOFFMANN REFERRED TO A "LIST OF 20 CUL- 
TURAL OBJECTS BELONGING TO GDR IN US." WHEN QUESTIONED 
ABOUT THAT NUMBER AND REMINDED THAT ONLY TWO POSSIBLE CASES 
WE WERE AWARE OF INVOLVED DURER PAINTINGS AND EIGHT POSTAGE 
STAMPS, HOFFMANN AND AMBASSADOR SIEBER SMILED, SEEMING TO 
SUGGEST THAT "LIST OF 20" WAS MEANT AS A JOKE OF SORTS. 
HOFFMANN DID, HOWEVER, GO ON TO PROPOSE A "HIGH-LEVEL EX- 
CHANGE OF CULTURAL OBJECTS." THIS, HE SAID, WOULD BE A 
"STRATEGIC ARRANGEMENT NOT LINKED TO DETAILED EXCHANGES OF 
SPECIFIC OBJECTS." HE RECOGNIZED, HE SAID, THAT THE "HIS- 
TORICAL BACKGROUND DIFFERS IN EACH CASE" AND THAT "EACH 
CASE MUST BE JUDGED ON ITS OWN MERITS." 

4. BASED ON ABOVE CONVERSATION AND AMBASSADOR'S WITH 
FISCHER MAY 31 (REF B), WE HAVE ADDED CONTINGENCY TALKING 
POINT ON FEININGER TO BRIEFING PAPER (BEING POUCHED) FOR 
SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH FISCHER EXPRESSING A WILLINGNESS 
TO RETURN TO GDR ON CASE-BY-CASE BASIS OBJECTS WHICH OUR 
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COURTS HAVE RULED BELONG TO THE GDR. CHRISTOPHER 
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